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Brief history of the lithium battery

HUANG Yan-Yu'
Center for Social Studies of Science Peking University Betjing 100871 China

Abstract Lithium was introduced into the battery field in the 1950s due to its very high energy density. The
first lithium batteries were developed in the 1970s then rechargeable metal lithium batteries Li-ion batteries

and polymer lithium batteries were successively developed. Since 1990 the latter two types have been commercial-
ized successfully based on the invention of new cathode anode and electrolyte materials. Lithium battery technolo-
gies are still being developed and will continue to improve the quality of our lives. This paper gives a brief intro-

duction to the history of lithium batteries over the last 40 years.
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