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A brief review of complex networks

ZHOU Tao BAI Wen-Jie WANG Bing-Hong" LIU Zhi-Jing YAN Gang
Department of Modern Physics University of Science and Technology of China Hefei 230026 China

Abstract In recent years the discovery of small-world effects and scale-free properties of real-life networks
has attracted a much interest among physicists. Which are the most important statistical characteristics for com-
plex networks that are known from regular networks and random networks What is the ultimate goal of the study
of complex networks Are physical processes sensitive to the topological structure of networks What are the rea-
son and meaning for physicists to enter the research field of complex networks What are the directions for future
research In this paper we concentrate on the above questions and present a general overview of complex net-
works.
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