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A PREVIEW OF MATERIALS RESEARCH IN THE 21st CENTURY

Guo Jingkun
(Shanghai Institute of Ceramics, The Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai  200050)

Abgtract Higher demands on the propertiesof materiasfor the next century dictate that cusom
tailoring and desgn will be necessary approach for materids research. The rdiability ,availability fab-
rication costs and market progpects of the materids must be consdered. Basc and goplied badsc re-
search must be enphasized ,while paying attention to gpplications research and the inprovement of
traditiond materids promisng new materias worthy of study indude multi - phase composite mate-
rids,nano - materids,bio - materids,environment and energy materids,and smart materids.
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